COUNSELOR’S CORNER

NOVEMBER 2, 2020
A.C.T.

Cost for the ACT – No Writing is $55.00, ACT Plus Writing - $70.00.  Fee waivers are available for those who qualify.  Students should go to www.actstudent.org to register for the test.
ACT routinely sends scores to the OSG for all Michigan students.  Students must use a valid Michigan high school code or home school code (969-999), so that ACT can automatically forward the scores.  If the student wishes to take the test at an out-of-state location, the student should use the Code 2076 in the college code area when completing the ACT registration, so scores will be forwarded to Michigan.

The students Social Security Number is important identification and matching information for the OSG and will help expedite the processing of their scholarship forms.  The student is given the option to provide the SSN when they register for the ACT.  ACT will use the SSN only for processing and positive identification and will routinely include it in all reports.

ACT TEST INFORMATION

	TEST DATE
	REGULAR DEADLINE
	LATE FEE REQUIRED

	December 12, 2020
	November 6, 2020
	November 7, 2020

	February 6, 2021
	January 8, 2021
	January 9, 2021

	April 17, 2021
	March 12, 2021
	March 13, 2021

	June 12, 2021
	May 7, 2021
	May 8, 2021

	July 17, 2021
	June 7, 2021
	June 19, 2021


2019-20 SAT PROGRAM CALENDAR

Students interested in taking the SAT College Admissions test may register online at www.collegeboard.com/mysat .  Test dates are listed below.  Test fees are $52.00 for the SAT and $68.00 for SAT with Essay.  If you have questions, please see Mrs. Brandel.

	TEST DATE                                     REGISTRATION DATE            LATE REGISTRATION DATE

	December 5, 2020
November 5, 2020
November 24, 2020
March 13, 2021
February 12, 2021
February 23, 2021
May 8, 2021
April 8, 2021
April 20, 2021
June 5, 2021
May 6, 2021
May 18, 2021



NCAA

Just a reminder to students who are planning on playing sports at a Division I or II University, please fill out your NCAA registration forms.

SELECTIVE SERVICE

Just a reminder to all male students sign up with the Selective Service within 30 days of your 18th birthday to stay eligible for federal student loans, government jobs and job training.  You may register at your local post office or at www.sss.gov.

MERIT AID

Merit aid is awarded to students with a broad range of GPA’s.  Students with a GPA of 2.0 or higher often qualify.  MeritAid.com is the first comprehensive website dedicated to helping students with the college search by matching them to merit-based scholarships from colleges across the country.  For more information, visit www.meritaid.com.

MICHIGAN TRANSFER NETWORK

The Michigan Transfer Network (MTN) is a website that allows anyone to view transfer course equivalencies between many Michigan colleges and universities.  This website is sponsored by the Michigan Association of Collegiate Registrars & Admissions Officers and is hosted by Michigan State University.  The website is www.MichiganTransferNetwork.org.

ASVAB TEST

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test is for anyone who is interested in joining the military.  The ASVAB is a timed multi-aptitude test, which is given at over 14,000 schools and Military Entrance Processing Stations (MEPS) nationwide and is developed and maintained by the Department of Defense. 

Go to www.military.com/Recruiting/ASVAB/ to take practice ASVAB tests. These tests will give you an idea of how you'll score and identify areas that need improvement. Then use the suggested resources and ASVAB study guides to learn how to prepare for the ASVAB test.

The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test will be held Tuesday, November 10, from 8:30-10:45 or 11:45-2:00 at the Huron Area Technical Center.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Counseling Office.
CHRISTIAN CONNECTOR

The Christian Connector provides a free college information service as well as a $2,500 Christian college scholarship drawing.  Students can simply log onto www.christianconnector.com to request information and automatically be entered in the $2,500.00 scholarship drawing.  The participating Christian colleges provided over $150 million in scholarships and grants to students annually.
NEXT STEP U

NextStepU.com helps high school students with college, career and life planning.  Tools like College Match will help students find the right post-secondary school.  Students can also register to win a college scholarship.  Go to nextstepu.com for more information.

UNITED STATES SERVICE ACADEMY NOMINATIONS

Students who are interested in a nomination to a service academy should see Mrs. Brandel. Application deadline is October 18, 2020.

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS/NAVAL RESERVE OFFICER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Naval and Marine Corps Scholarships are available for students.  Students may start the process of applying during the second semester of their junior year.  See a recruiter for more information.

TUITION INCENTIVE PROGRAM (TIP)

The Tuition Incentive Program (TIP) is an incentive program that encourages eligible students to complete high school by providing tuition assistance for the first two years of college and beyond.  To meet the financial eligibility requirement, a student must have (or have had) Medicaid coverage for 24 months within a 36-consecutive-month period.  Students may be identified as TIP eligible by the Department of Human Services as early as 6th grade.  After being identified, students must set up an account and confirm their college choice by accessing the MiSSG Student Portal during their senior year of high school.  Questions may be directed to the department of Human Services in the County in which you live if you have questions regarding eligibility.  For more information contact the TIP program at 1-888-447-2687 or e-mail osg@michigan.gov.

GRAND RAPIDS COMMUNITY COLLEGE TUITION PROGRAM

A collaboration of manufacturers in West Michigan have partnered with GRCC to establish a program in which students can have their college tuition paid for! That’s right, you read it right – paid for! 

Th AMP program offers classroom instruction in preparation for a career in Engineering. Students obtain an Associate Degree while working for the sponsoring company. Students may then transfer to Ferris State University to complete their Bachelor’s in Engineering degree. While on this program, students work 3 days a week and attend school 2 days a week.

Placement interviews begin soon.  You can learn more at: http://www.grcc.edu/manufacturing/advancedmanufacturingpartnershipamp 

HORATIO ALGER SCHOLARSHIP

To be eligible for the Horatio Alger National Scholarship Program for up to $25,000.00, applicants must have:

                             Minimum 2.0 GPA

Complete high school in the spring of 2020
Committed to pursue a bachelor’s degree

Demonstrate Financial need

Be involved in community service activities
Students may apply online at https://scholars.horatioalger.org/about-our-scholarship-programs/targeted-scholarships/
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Studentscholarships.org is a great resource for students to locate scholarships.  Many deadlines are quickly approaching.  Check out this website to see if you qualify.
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY

Due to SAT and ACT testing cancelations, GVSU will allow freshman students to apply for the fall of 2021 without test scores.  All applicants admitted to GVSU by December 31, 2020 will be considered for merit-based scholarships regardless of whether test scores are submitted.  
There are multiple opportunities to meet with an admissions counselor or attend a virtual event  by visiting www.gvsu.edu/visit.

LAWRENCE TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY

The College of Architecture and Design priority application deadline in December 15 and their 5 Images Scholarship deadline is February 1.  Questions should be directed to coad@ltu.edu or for more info www.ltu.edu/coad.

THUMB ARTS GUILD SCHOLARSHIP

Each year the Thumb Arts Guild offers a $500.00 award to an area High School Senior, intended for the use in furthering that student’s growth in their chosen fine arts category which may be visual arts, fine crafts, writing, music or performance art.  Selection is done on the basis of the application, including samples of the students’ work.  Applications are available in the counseling office and are due by April 1, 2021.

TRADE SCHOOL

Students interested in trade schools should check out this website – best-trade-schools.net.  Students can search for information by program, location etc.  It gives a detailed breakdown of over 80 programs.  Check it out.

COLLEGE FEE WAIVERS

College fee waivers are available to all seniors at Ubly Community Schools at this time due to all students receiving free lunches.  These are accepted by most colleges.  There is paperwork that would need to be completed to qualify for this and this is a limited time so please apply early to take advantage of this.  For more information, please see Mrs. Brandel.
EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

· Test-Optional Admission: EMU has implemented a test-optional admission policy for Fall 2021. Students must meet a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.5 for test-optional consideration. 

· Scholarship Changes: Testing requirements have been removed from our basic merit scholarship criteria. 

· Emerald Scholarship: Ranges $1,000 - $7,500 per year. Based completely on cumulative high school GPA and awarded at the time of admission.

· Education First Opportunity Scholarship (EFOS): All first-year students with a 3.0 cumulative GPA or higher who are admitted and show Pell Grant eligibility on their FAFSA before December 1 will be awarded. EFOS works in conjunction with the Pell Grant to pay the full cost of tuition (12 or 15 credits per semester dependent on GPA).

· Presidential Scholarship: Our Presidential Scholarship will continue to require an ACT/SAT for competition. Criteria to apply is a 3.5 GPA or higher and a 1200+ SAT or 25+ ACT. Our deadline has been pushed to January 4th to allow time for testing. 

· Visits and Engagement: Offering virtual group tours this fall.

· FAFSA & Financial Aid: Office of Financial Aid has developed a wonderful 30-minute session to help walk parents/students through the FAFSA and common questions. 
CLEP TESTING

CLEP exams allow degree seekers with prior knowledge of introductory college topics the opportunity to take an exam demonstrating their mastery rather than taking the class itself. The overall purpose of CLEP exams is to reward existing knowledge and make it easier for students to earn college credit. As of 2017, examinations in 35 different subject areas are offered.  Each institution has their own score requirement and credit is awarded at the discretion of the institution.  For more information, see Mrs. Brandel.
HAGAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION

Hagan Scholarships are intended for high achieving students who will require financial assistance in order to attend college.  About one-half of the recipients are first in family to attend college or have a zero EFC.  Each scholarship is worth up to $40,000; the average dollar amount disbursed over four years is over $24,000.  Two-thirds of finalists interviewed are awarded Hagan Scholarships.  Finalists interviewed and not awarded a scholarship receive $1000.00.  

Students must have a 3.75 GPA or higher and must score a 24 or higher on the ACT or 1150 on the SAT.  Students must also enroll in a four-year college the fall semester following high school graduation and work 240 hours in the 12 months prior to the star of each academic year of college.  FAFSA must be completed in order to qualify.

The scholarship application can be accessed from www.hsfmo.org.  Application deadline is November 15, 2020.

ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

The Elks Foundation has several scholarships to award.  Judging criteria is based on scholarship, leadership and financial need.  Eligibility requirements are limited to High School Seniors.  Please see the 2020-2021 scholarship application form at enf.elks.org/mvs and complete it electronically.  Please follow directions for submitting application. Deadline is November 15, 2020.  Questions or concerns may be directed to Ryan Ruszala at 989-839-5922 or ryan.ruszala@gmail.com.

COLLEGE VISITS

Attention Seniors - Below you will find a list of all the College Visits planned to date.  Sign up sheets are in the Counseling Office.  All visits will be virtual.  I will get you the link if you are interested in attending.  Sessions will take place in the counseling office.

	COLLEGE
	DATE
	TIME

	University of Michigan - Flint
	Tuesday, November 10
	10:00

	SVSU
	Tuesday, November 10
	10:30

	University of Michigan
	Wednesday, November 11
	9:00


FINANCIAL AID 

Students may start to apply for Financial Aid on October 1.  Students and parents will use the previous year’s tax and income information to complete the FAFSA.  Students must create a FSA ID (username and password) before completing the FAFSA.  Visit StudentAid.gov/fsaid and create it before filling out the FAFSA.  Parents and students must each have their own ID.  Once an ID is established, students may complete the FAFSA for the 2021-2022 school year.  Financial aid presentation information was sent out via email to parents and students.  Please let Mrs. Brandel know if you need help or have any questions.

HURON COUNTY FAFSA COMPETITION

Ubly High school is participating in a county wide FAFSA competition.  The school that has the most FAFSA completions by March 1st will win a pizza party and traveling trophy for the senior class.  Individual prizes will be raffled off for students who have completed their FAFSA by May 1.  Watch for more details.
NATIONAL FFA SCHOLARSHIPS

The National FFA Scholarship application is live.  All students are eligible to apply.  One application applies you to multiple scholarships.  Many scholarships do not require FFA membership or entering an AG related field to qualify.  Go to FFA.org/scholarships to complete your application.

INDIANA TECH

Indiana Tech has multiple technology programs available for students.  Indiana Tech has multiple programs and events for interested applicants.  Please visit indianatech.edu/visit to view the programs and events available.
SENIOR COLLEGE SERIES

The senior college series is a group of sessions designed to help students understand the college process and to generate discussion and get questions answered.  This will be done through group discussion and activities.  Each session will be 20-25 minutes.  The sessions are independent of one another allowing students to pick and choose which session(s) they want to attend but the series is meant to be a comprehensive program of the college process.  Students may want to bring their I-pads for certain activities and information gathering.  Sessions will start on Wednesday, November 4 and run until December 9.  Sessions will take place in the counseling office during flex time.  Weeks/topics are listed below.
1. Choosing a College – I’ve applied, I’ve visited and I’m still not sure.  What are my next steps?  Students are at different points in their college decision making process, so we will discuss points to help students choose their best post-secondary option. 

2. Choosing a Career – How do I decide what I want to do with my life?  What will the top jobs be?  Will I be able to find a job in the career area I want?  What are my post-secondary options to obtain the career I desire.  We will look at interests and aptitudes during this session.

3. College Terminology – What is a major?  What is a minor?  College credits?  FAFSA?  This session will help students navigate their way through the new college terminology they will need to be familiar with.
4. Transitioning – What are the differences between high school and college.  What should students expect at college?  Get answers to many of the questions you may have.

5. Scholarships – How and when do I apply for scholarships?  Where do I find scholarships?  Where do I find out about scholarships?  We will discuss the how’s and when’s of scholarship applications and how to maximize your potential for scholarships. (This may require more than one session.  Additional sessions will be added if needed.)

6. Financial Aid/FAFSA -What is Financial Aid?  How and when do I apply for it?  What does FAFSA mean?  In this session, we will talk about the different types of financial aid and how to apply for it.  We will also look at how to compare the actual costs of colleges.
SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES

Please check all scholarships for due dates – POSTMARKED OR RECEIVED BY?
 
**There are scholarships available according to the specific colleges or universities you want to attend.  Please check with your local college or university for deadlines and requirements.  Be diligent about this as some students forfeit these scholarships because they are not meeting deadlines.

- FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION & SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES -

www.finaid.org



Financial Aid Information Page

www.fastweb.com


Student Scholarships
www.studentscholarships.org

Student Scholarships

www.schoolsoup.com


Student Scholarships

www.cappex.com


Student Scholarships
www.unigo.com



Student Scholarships
